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KOHKI HIRANUMA reveals WORLD’S FIRST GLASS STRUCTURE in

14TH VENICE BIENNALE INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION 2014

glastecture  “air flows there.”

  Kohki Hiranuma (Kohki Hiranuma Architect & Associates) reveals the world’s first seamless glass 

structure entitled glastecture "air flows there.” as he exhibits in the 14th Venice Biennale International 

Architecture Exhibition (June 7, 2014 – November 23, 2014).

In relation to the title of the 14th International 

Architecture Exhibition, Director Rem 

Koolhaas states: “Architectures that were 

once specific and local have become 

interchangeable and global. National identity 

has seemingly been sacrificed to modernity.” 

“We want to take a fresh look at the funda-

mental elements of architecture - used by any 

architect, anywhere, anytime - to see if we can 

discover something new about architecture.”

  Towards this statement, Kohki Hiranuma responds “spaces more close to the nature, in such 

environmental changes through the days bring richness in time” as He challenge in realizing glass 

structure with seamless and transparent shell-like space. Glass structure is achieved through the 

procedure of connecting each glass to have seamless surface, then the stress of torsions caused by 

these bended glass were transferred to each directions, as each connecting part acts its beam.   

This glass proposal intends to carry new sense of distance with the nature through penetrating 

surrounding scenery and expressing the change in shape through the reflection of the sunlight.
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